CHINA

mostly confined to the treaty ports And
though these are now very numerous and
include a number of cities far inland on the
Yang-tze, they are of course but isolated points
m the vast territory of China And even in
these ports the western spirit has hardly
touched even the externals of Chinese life.
The foreign communities build their own cities
outside the native city, there they administer
themselves, lead their own life as in Europe,
their life of business and of sport, and never,
if they can help it, enter the native city or any
part of the interior of China. The British
firms, who were first in the field, did and still
do their business through themedmm of Chinese
merchants, and have no direct relation with
their customers in the country. They never
stir from the treaty ports, and they know
nothing and care nothing about Chinese condi-
tions except so far as these may react upon
their business. " We see too much of things
Chinese here," the agent of a British firm said
to me, when I made some comment on the
Chinese city. And the sentiment, I believe,
is pretty general among Europeans in China.

While these conditions prevailed there was
nothing m the presence of the foreign traders
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